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SUBCHAPTER I—GENERALLY 

§ 1801. Findings, purposes and policy 

(a) Findings 

The Congress finds and declares the following: 
(1) The fish off the coasts of the United 

States, the highly migratory species of the 
high seas, the species which dwell on or in the 
Continental Shelf appertaining to the United 
States, and the anadromous species which 
spawn in United States rivers or estuaries, 
constitute valuable and renewable natural re-
sources. These fishery resources contribute to 
the food supply, economy, and health of the 
Nation and provide recreational opportunities. 

(2) As a consequence of increased fishing 
pressure and because of the inadequacy of fish-
ery conservation and management practices 
and controls (A) certain stocks of such fish 
have been overfished to the point where their 
survival is threatened, and (B) other such 
stocks have been so substantially reduced in 
number that they could become similarly 
threatened. 

(3) Commercial and recreational fishing con-
stitutes a major source of employment and 
contributes significantly to the economy of 
the Nation. Many coastal areas are dependent 
upon fishing and related activities, and their 

economies have been badly damaged by the 
overfishing of fishery resources at an ever-in-
creasing rate over the past decade. The activi-
ties of massive foreign fishing fleets in waters 
adjacent to such coastal areas have contrib-
uted to such damage, interfered with domestic 
fishing efforts, and caused destruction of the 
fishing gear of United States fishermen. 

(4) International fishery agreements have 
not been effective in preventing or terminat-
ing the overfishing of these valuable fishery 
resources. There is danger that irreversible ef-
fects from overfishing will take place before 
an effective international agreement on fish-
ery management jurisdiction can be nego-
tiated, signed, ratified, and implemented. 

(5) Fishery resources are finite but renew-
able. If placed under sound management before 
overfishing has caused irreversible effects, the 
fisheries can be conserved and maintained so 
as to provide optimum yields on a continuing 
basis. 

(6) A national program for the conservation 
and management of the fishery resources of 
the United States is necessary to prevent 
overfishing, to rebuild overfished stocks, to in-
sure conservation, and to realize the full po-
tential of the Nation’s fishery resources. 

(7) A national program for the development 
of fisheries which are underutilized or not uti-
lized by the United States fishing industry, in-
cluding bottom fish off Alaska, is necessary to 
assure that our citizens benefit from the em-
ployment, food supply, and revenue which 
could be generated thereby. 

(8) The collection of reliable data is essential 
to the effective conservation, management, 
and scientific understanding of the fishery re-
sources of the United States. 

(b) Purposes 

It is therefore declared to be the purposes of 
the Congress in this chapter— 

(1) to take immediate action to conserve and 
manage the fishery resources found off the 
coasts of the United States, and the anad-
romous species and Continental Shelf fishery 
resources of the United States, by exercising 
(A) sovereign rights for the purposes of explor-
ing, exploiting, conserving, and managing all 
fish, within the exclusive economic zone estab-
lished by Presidential Proclamation 5030, 
dated March 10, 1983, and (B) exclusive fishery 
management authority beyond the exclusive 
economic zone over such anadromous species 
and Continental Shelf fishery resources; 

(2) to support and encourage the implemen-
tation and enforcement of international fish-
ery agreements for the conservation and man-
agement of highly migratory species, and to 
encourage the negotiation and implementa-
tion of additional such agreements as nec-
essary; 

(3) to promote domestic commercial and rec-
reational fishing under sound conservation 
and management principles; 

(4) to provide for the preparation and imple-
mentation, in accordance with national stand-
ards, of fishery management plans which will 
achieve and maintain, on a continuing basis, 
the optimum yield from each fishery; 


